Use of experimental models to study the development of renal function.
By use of animal experiments it has been demonstrated that renal cells are immature at birth. Membrane transport is quantitatively and qualitatively different. The control of fluid and electrolyte balance is therefore different in infancy. The increased filtered load at birth as well as hormones will induce tubule maturation. The use of animal experiments will in the future give an insight into how external factors influence growth and maturation.